This book by Dr Walter is a welcome revision of the previous edition. The book is a remarkably comprehensive review of cancer and radiotherapy. It is mainly aimed at nurses and medical students, but could well be recommended to others interested in obtaining an initial view of the subject.
The book is usefully complete in many aspects of oncology, although the author's own interests obviously play a considerable part in the emphasis. It would be easy to pick out points with which the reviewer disagrees, but these are in detail rather than in general principle.
This book should not be regarded as a treatment manual, but fulfills the purpose for which it was written extremely well. In such a context it can be highly recommended. N There is a useful paper on the means of assessing the priority afforded to bioassay of contaminants. Procedures for ranking the compounds are given, taking into account extent of human exposure and similarity to other compounds of known toxicity.
The second section of the book concerns the monitoring and registration of carcinogenic substances in air, and contains contributions from the European Communities, U.S.A. and Scandinavia. The emphasis is no longer on PAHs, but also includes organic compounds such as the halogenated hydrocarbons and nitrosamines, the inorganic gases and particulate irritants.
The section on epidemiology is restricted to lung cancer and its relationship to air pollution. A review of this topic embracing world wide observations is followed by papers relating to studies of the U.S.A., Italy, Scandinavia, U.K. and U.S.S.R.
I notice that the most difficult topic, that of relating animal experiments to the human situation, is dealt with last. This book is the first to cover the syllabus in radiobiology set by the Royal College of Radiologists for future members in training. It also joins a few other recent volumes in the attempt to distil the radiobiological principles involved in radiotherapy.
